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OPEN JAZZ à la UNE « Thierry Eliez, Emerson, Lake & 
Eliez »

BANZZAÏ Diffusion de Knife Edge – Natalie Piolé
« Thierry Eliez s’est plongé dans l’œuvre de Keith Emerson, grande figure du Rock Progressif 
anglais et souhaitait montrer la grande ouverture et la grande curiosité de Keith Emerson, en 
liant improvisation et musique de chambre, Jazz et musique classique, prog rock et Acoustique, 
avec des complices de longues dates dont la vocaliste Ceilin Poggi, ancienne élève de Youn Sun 
Nah.

CLUB JAZZ A FIP Diffusion de Knife Edge 
+ Playlist FIP

RADIO CAMPUS ORLÉANS, LILLE, MONTPELLIER, 
GRENOBLE, ... 

DECLIC RADIO « DECLECTIC JAZZ » (INTW) , 
FPP « JATRA », 
MONDO JAZZ (BROOKLYN, NY), 
JAZZTODAY (CAMBRIDGE), 
UK JAZZ, JAZZ’IN (Podcast), 
ART DISTRICT RADIO, 
COULEURS JAZZ, 
ESPRIT JAZZ (AIR FRANCE), 
WHATTHEFRANCE / KISSMYJAZZ, 
CÔTÉ SUD/LESCATS ... 
RADIO MEGA : Carte Blanche à Thierry Eliez 
https://soundcloud.com/radiomega-1/2023_01_14-carte-blanche





ENGLISH VERSION

BEAUTIFUL GESTURE
___________________________________
Thierry Eliez recomposes the research
and outrageousness of Keith
Emerson's prog rock.
___________________________________
If progressive rock continues to
frighten - or sneer at - it's mainly
because of Keith Emerson. who died
in 2016, the British pianist and
organist symbolised better than any
other the outrages associated with
the genre: unbridled virtuosity,
grandiloquent disrespect, length to
overcome all patience,
megalomania... not forgetting that
knife in the piano, a meaningless
gimmick that was his signature. so
many reasons to draw a line under
his famous trio, Emerson Lake and
Palmer? Thierry Eliez, a pianist,
composer and arranger with a very
sure taste, does not think so. A
friend of Emerson's, Eliez has risen
by listening to his music and trying to
penetrate it beyond its showiness.
EMERSON ENIGMA is not a passing
tribute but the culmination of a long
search. By re-compiling his elder's
compositions and by evacuating the
electronics - which he used to fuse
jazz rock and classical music - in
favour of strings and Ceilin Poggi's
voice, Eliez obviously imposes
Emerson's genius... and his own.
Check out his Tarkus. The ugly Tank-
Tatou of 1971 is given a new
elegance, without losing its original
madness or the moving accents of
Greg Lake, reproduced by Eliez. It
had to be outrageous, otherwise
there would be no Emerson Enigma.
Not content with elevating his piano
to a symphonic dimension, he has
also become a singer. Another tour
de force, Eliez restores the impetus
of the early 70s, the conviction that
paradise was within reach as long as
the imagination reigned. His record is
brimming with optimism and offers
Emerson the most beautiful of
tombs, whose epitaph could be:
"everything remains possible".

Louis Julien Nicolaou. DOOD, TTTT



ENGLISH VERSION

Thierry ELIEZ
Emerson ENIGMA

Accompanied by a string quartet, the
virtuoso pianist pays tribute to Keith
Emerson, icon of Progressive Rock,
in an admirable album, as delectable
as it is unclassifiable.

Even if he is one of the most gifted
jazzmen of his generation, Thierry
Eliez is first and foremost a child of
Progressive Rock - it is not by
chance that he joined Magma a few
years ago. The gifted pianist-singer
has never hidden his deep
admiration for Keith Emerson, the
virtuoso keyboardist who marked the
seventies within the cult band
Emerson Lake and Palmer. So much
so that he devoted a memorable
tribute concert to him in 2016 at the
triton. It is this "re-creation" that he
prolongs in this studio album, on
acoustic piano and voice,
surrounded only by a female singer
and a string quartet. And if we find
the classical roots of the original
compositions - Tarkus, Trilogy... -
we can only be amazed by the way
Eliez illuminates and diverts them by
injecting his unbridled jazz, nourished
by a thousand influences - including
ragtime! -, light years away from the
wise reworking. his solitary flights of
fancy on the piano are dizzying in
their inventiveness, freedom,
expressiveness and agility, just like
his singing, which is as impressive as
it is touching. but beyond his talents
as an instrumentalist and improviser,
it is also his quality as an arranger
that shines through here, with
remarkable orchestrations, both
rhythmically and harmonically. a
breathtaking record, exciting from
start to finish and quite simply
masterful.











































VALENCE 

Une “légende du jazz européen” en concert le 17 novembre 
à Valence 
Le Dauphiné Libéré - 27 oct. 2022 à 19:43

Le pianiste virtuose Thierry Eliez est aCendu le 17 novembre. Photo Sylvain Gripoix

Les fans de jazz et de Magma doivent cocher la date sur 
leur agenda. Jeudi 17 novembre, à par?r de 20 h 30, la 
Maison de la musique et de la danse reçoit Thierry Eliez, 
pianiste virtuose considéré par Jazz ac?on Valence (JAV) 
comme “une légende reconnue du jazz européen”. Il sera 
sur scène avec un quatuor à cordes, Man?core, et la 
chanteuse Ceilin Poggi. Il jouera son dernier album, 
Emerson Enigma , qui honore l’œuvre de Keith Emerson, 
claviériste et compositeur anglais des années 70. Le 
concert est organisé par JAV, en partenariat avec le 
Théâtre de la Ville.





Chronique de Cédric David - programma5on musicale /  Sonya Mellah - Animatrice

« Explorer la musique de Keith Emerson , c’est un peu rendre hommage à la 
curiosité qui a guidé ma carrière » Ce n’est pas moi qui le dit, c’est Le pianiste
Thierry Eliez qui avec son nouvel album Emerson Enigma rend hommage à 
l’œuvre assez avant-gardiste, singulière de Keith Emerson, un des grands 
maitres du rock progressif anglais. 

Au club, on écoutait à l’instant « Knife Edge »  avec au chant Thierry Eliez et 
Ceilin Poggi, ils  seront tous les deux en concert, près de chez vous, à Valence 
le  17 novembre.

Et je pense que c’est en concert à ne pas rater, parce que cet album est assez 
excellent, assez atypique ! On y retrouve un peu l’esprit Magmaïen, Thierry Eliez 
a fait partie de Magma, on y sent cette influence.

Club Jazzafip du dimanche 23 octobre 2022



Chronique de Natalie Piolé – BANZZAÏ

Emerson Enigma, l’énigme Emerson, c’est le >tre du nouveau projet du pianiste Français Thierry
Eliez, qui s’est plongé dans l’œuvre de Keith Emerson, grande figure du rock progressif anglais.
Avec cet album, Thierry Eliez souhaitait montrer la grande ouverture, la grande curiosité de Keith 
Emerson, alors il a lié ensemble improvisa>on et musique de chambre, Jazz et musique 
classique, prog rock acous>que, avec des complices de longues dates.
À ses cotes dans ce morceau, il y a  notamment la chanteuse Ceilin Poggi, ancienne élève de 
Youn Sun Nah, avec laquelle il travaille déjà depuis plusieurs années. Ils avaient sor> tous les 
deux plusieurs livre-disques Jazz pour les enfants. Des recueils en Piano voix de Berceuses, de 
chansons douces publiés chez Didier Jeunesse et encore disponible. 

BANZZAÏ du Jeudi 03 Novembre 2022












